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Remarks at the Funeral of Stanford Larsen
Nearly two years ago, my son Ryan, who grew up with Stanford and is one of his many friends, received a letter that is anticipated by many young men of his age, who happen to be members of our church.  It began with words something like the following:  “Elder Cole:  You are hereby called to serve as a missionary of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to labor in the California Carlsbad Mission for a period of two years.”  It was signed by the President of the Church, who we revere as a prophet, seer, and revelator, and the mouthpiece of the Lord.
Many of Stanford’s close friends have received similar letters, as they have been called to labor in locations throughout the world.  The touch of their service is felt from California to Australia, Honduras, and Brazil.  Perhaps you have seen such young men; some sit in our congregation today, dressed in white shirts, dark suits, and nametags.  Stanford was anxious to join them.  In a conversation that we held last spring, he declared, “I wish that I could go now.”

Why did he have such a desire?  Why would he want to leave home and family for two years to serve unknown people, in a far away place, at his own expense?  I believe that the answer can be summarized in two statements, which, in many ways, define Stanford.  Note that I speak in the present tense.

1. He loves the Lord.

2. He loves others.

It was his desire, as is the call for each of these young men, to share a message of hope, healing, and peace; to proclaim that God is real and that He speaks to man today; to witness that the Savior, Jesus Christ, atoned for sin and conquered death; to teach that God has provided a great plan for our happiness, of which this life, with its trials and adversities, is part, and that joy is a perennial promise.  You have already heard many of those things today.  He wanted to respond to the invitation, echoing through the ages, from the shores of Galilee, to be fishers of men, to respond to the Lord’s departing plea to Peter to “feed my sheep” (see John 21:15-17).

Because Stanford loves the Lord, he followed a personal code of conduct that exhibited kindness and complete integrity.  His life exemplified these ten rules for happiness, outlined by David O. McKay, a former educator and president of the Church:
1. Develop yourself by self-discipline.

2. Joy comes through creation – sorrow through destruction.  Every living thing can grow:  use the world wisely to realize soul growth.
3. Do things which are hard to do.

4. Entertain up-building thoughts.  What you think about when you do not have to think shows what you really are.
5. Do your best this hour, and you will do better the next.

6. Be true to those who trust you.

7. Pray for wisdom, courage, and a kind heart.

8. Give heed to God’s messages through inspiration.  If self-indulgence, jealousy, avarice, or worry, have deadened your response, pray the Lord to wipe out these impediments.

9. True friends enrich life.  If you would have friends, be one.

10. Faith is the foundation of all things – including happiness.

To His disciples, the Lord said:  “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  (John 13:34-35)
The apostle John, who was known as the beloved, declared:  “Beloved, let us love one another:  for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.  He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is love.”  (1 John 4:7-8)
Like all bishops in the Church, I work closely with the youth, and their other volunteer leaders and teachers, particularly with young men between the ages of 16 and 18.  These young men typically serve as ordained priests in the church.  They administer the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, blessing the emblems which represent His body and His blood, willingly sacrificed for us.  They have authority to baptize.  They have a charge to visit the widows and the fatherless, to teach, and to serve those in need.  Stanford was one of these young men and his life was an example of dedication and service.  Shortly after his 18th birthday, though then battling the illness which eventually took his life, he was ordained an elder in the Church, and the scope of his service expanded.
I mention these things because they speak something of the foundation upon which Stanford’s life was built.  These underpinnings were refined and polished by the tender love and strong bonds of a caring family.  Love and service, these are the essence of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and His priesthood.
An ancient missionary in the Americas, by the name of Amulek, taught this truth, found in the Book of Mormon:  “For behold, this life is the time for men to prepare to meet God; yea, behold the day of this life is the day for men to perform their labors.”  (Alma 34:32)
Stanford had a zest for life and savored every moment.  He left this life well prepared to meet God.  I expect that now he is actively engaged in that great missionary labor of which he so wanted to be part.  A vision, opened to the prophet Joseph F. Smith in 1918, as he pondered the writings of the apostle Peter, gives us a glimpse of what he may be doing now. 
Speaking of the Saviors visit to the spirit world, during the three days that his body lay in the tomb, the scripture reads “from among the righteous, [the Savior] organized his forces and appointed messengers, clothed with power and authority, and commissioned them to go forth and carry the light of the gospel, to them that were in darkness, even to all the spirits of men; and thus was the gospel preached to the dead.”  (D&C 138:30)
Thus the Savior organized means for all to receive the message of hope and peace that is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Recall that Christ rose on the third day, the first fruits of them that slept.  We shall all, one day, rise again.  We can live forever with those we love.  The family unit is eternal.  Our family, your family, can be united in the presence of God the Father, for we are His children, and His family.  To the prophet Moses, the Lord declared:  “For behold, this is my work and my glory --- to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man.”  (Moses 1:39)
A modern day apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, Neal A. Maxwell, whose life was also taken by cancer, wrote the following:

<Quote>

“Because of the Atonement, we are immortal!  (1 Corithians 15:22).  The long-lived stars we see are not.
“Though they have a longevity beyond our comprehension, the stars do finally expire, for “as one earth shall pass away, and the heavens thereof even so shall another come” (Moses 1:38).

“God’s ‘work and glory’ are actually focused on our own immortalization, while providing the universe with planets to be inhabited, necessary to support His grand purposes for His children (Moses 1:39; Isaiah 45:18).
“The psalmist praises the Lord, who ‘telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names’ (Psalm 147:4; Isaiah 40:26).  Thus, because of the reality of His omniscience and power, God’s governance of the galaxies is possible.

“The same psalmist speaks of yet another power of the Lord:  how He ‘healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds’ (Psalm 147:3).  God not only numbers the stars and knows their names but, more importantly, He knows us and our names, and He can heal our hearts and treat our wounds.
“Though wide-eyed with wonder, we, being His spirit children, are not aliens in His universe.

<End Quote>

Neal A. Maxwell, Whom the Lord Loveth, The Journey of Discipleship, pp. 131-132

The poet, William Wordsworth wrote:

Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting:

The soul that rises with us, our life’s Star,

Hath had elsewhere its setting,

And cometh from afar:

Not in entire forgetfulness,

And not in utter nakedness,

But trailing clouds of glory do we come

From God, who is our home.

(From Ode on Intimations of Immortality)

It is at times of parting that we feel most keenly the bonds of love that unite us.  Separation tugs at our hearts.  Yet, the hope of reunion brings peace and comfort.

I testify to the truth of the things which I have spoken and you have heard today, even as the Spirit bears witness.  I pray for comfort, healing, and peace to rest upon Stanford’s family, and upon all of us who will miss him deeply, as we are separated for a time.  This I do, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

